Convergence: Introduction Week Sermon Quotes
Bill Kittrell Sunday, June 02, 2013

#1:
“There is nothing in the world so great and sweet a friend that will do us so much good as the
Spirit, if we give him entertainment.”

Richard Sibbes

#2:

“God saves sinners. God — the Triune Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy Spirit; three Persons
working together in sovereign wisdom, power and love to achieve the salvation of a chosen
people, the Father electing, the Son fulfilling the Father’s will by redeeming, the Spirit executing
the purpose of the Father and Son by renewing. Saves — does everything, first to last, that is
involved in bringing man from death in sin to life in glory: plans, achieves and communicates
redemption, calls and keeps, justifies, sanctifies, glorifies. Sinners — men as God finds them,
guilty, vile, helpless, powerless, blind, unable to lift a finger to do God’s will or better their
spiritual lot. God saves sinners...Sinners do not save themselves in any sense at all, but
salvation, first and last, whole and entire, past, present and future, is of the Lord, to whom be
glory forever, amen!”

JI Packer

#3:
“The Spirit recreates the human heart, quickening it from spiritual death to spiritual life.
Regenerate people are new creations. Where formerly they had no disposition, inclination, or
desire for the things of God, now they are disposed and inclined toward God. In regeneration,
God plants a desire for himself in the human heart that otherwise would not be there. It occurs
by God’s divine initiative.”

RC Sproul

#4.
“When | was coming to Christ, | thought | was doing it all myself, and thought | sought the Lord
earnestly, | had no idea the Lord was seeking me...One week night, when | was sitting in the
house of God, | was not thinking much about the preacher’s sermon, for | did not believe it. The
thought struck me, ‘How did you come to be a Christian?’ | sought the Lord. ‘But how did you
come to seek the Lord?’ The truth flashed across my mind in a moment — | should not have
sought Him unless there had been some previous influence in my mind to make me seek Him. |
prayed, thought |, but then | asked myself, ‘How came | to pray?’ | was induced to pray by
reading the Scriptures. ‘How came | to read the Scriptures?’ | did read them, but who led me to
do so? Then, in a moment, | saw that God was at the bottom of it all, and that He was the
Author of my faith, and so the whole doctrine of grace opened up to me, and from that
doctrine | have not departed to this day, and | desire to make this my constant confession, ‘I
ascribe my change wholly to God.””

Charles Spurgeon
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#5:

1 Corinthians 12:4-9

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the
same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all
in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is
given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit...

#6:
“What greater indignity can we offer to the Holy Spirit than to prefer base dust before his
motions leading us to holiness and happiness. What greater unkindness, yea, treachery to leave
directions of a friend to follow the counsel of an enemy; such as when we know God’s will, yet
will consent with flesh and blood...in leaving a true guide and following a pirate.”

Richard Sibbes

#7:

Ephesians 4:17-24

Now this | say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the
futility of their minds. They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart. They have become
callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity.
But that is not the way you learned Christ!— assuming that you have heard about him and were
taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old self, which belongs to your former
manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your
minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and
holiness.

#8:

1 Peter 3:7

Husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the
weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be
hindered.

#9:
“The Holy Spirit being in us...(does) also become to us a counselor in all our doubts, a comforter
in all our distresses, a solicitor to all duty, a guide in the whole course of life, until we dwell with
him forever in heaven, to which his dwelling here in us does tend.”

Richard Sibbes
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