PAGE  
[image: image1.jpg]



Matthew – Characteristics of Discipleship

Sermon Quotes
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#1:

“The biblical definition of a disciple is radically Jesus centered. It brings all three aspects of a disciple (rational, relational, missional) together in the gospel, which show us a whole way of living wholly by faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. We learn the gospel, relate in the gospel, and communicate the gospel in everyday life. It is central in everything, from the way we relate to God to the way we relate to others. Of course, just because the gospel integrates our lives in Christ and under his lordship does not mean we cease to struggle. In fact, sin wants to disintegrate and unravel us from belief in the gospel, spinning us away from Jesus in any other possible direction. This is why the Bible constantly calls disciples to fight for belief in the gospel.” 
Jonathan Dodson, Gospel-centered Discipleship


#2:

“Once we had no delight in God, and Christ was just a vague historical figure. What we enjoyed was food and friendships and productivity and investments and vacations and hobbies and games and reading and shopping and sex and sports and art and TV and travel…but not God….Then something miraculous happened. It was like the opening of the eyes of the blind during the golden dawn.  

First the stunned silence before the unspeakable beauty of holiness….the settling stillness of joy that this is the soul’s end. The quest is over. We would give anything if we might be granted to live in the presence of this glory forever and ever. And then faith – the confidence that Christ has made a way for me, a sinner, to live in His glorious fellowship forever, the confidence that if I come to God through Christ, He will give me the desire of my heart to share His holiness and behold His glory…Saving faith is the confidence that if you sell all you have and forsake all sinful pleasures, the hidden treasure of holy joy will satisfy your deepest desires. Saving faith is the heartfelt conviction not only that Christ is reliable, but also that He is desirable. It is the confidence that He will come through with His promises and that what He promises is more to be desired than all the world.” 
John Piper

#3:

Mark 10:28-30
Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 
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