Matthew 13:44-52 “Parables for Disciples” Sermon Quotes
Bill Kittrell Sunday, September 23, 2012

#1:
Hebrews 12:1-3
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every

weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow
weary or fainthearted.

#2:
“The key to endurance in the cause of self-sacrificing love is not heroic willpower, but deep,
unshakable confidence that the joy we have tasted in fellowship with Christ will not disappoint us
in death. Sacrifices in the path of love were sustained in the New Testament not by willpower, but
by joyful hope. The aim (of this book) is to sustain love’s ability to endure sacrificial losses of
property and security and life, by the power of joy in the path of love. The aim is that Jesus Christ
be made known in all the world as the all-powerful, all-wise, all-righteous, all-merciful, all-satisfying
Treasure of the universe.”

John Piper

#3:
Psalm 84:10
For a day in your courts is better
than a thousand elsewhere.
[ would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than dwell in the tents of wickedness.

Psalm 19:10
More to be desired are they (God’s laws) than gold,
even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey
and drippings of the honeycomb.

Psalm 119:127
Therefore I love your commandments
above gold, above fine gold.

#4:

“Christ [is] the very essence of all delights and pleasures, the very soul and substance of them. As
all the rivers are gathered into the ocean, which is the congregation or meeting-place of all waters
in the world: so Christ is that ocean in which all true delights and pleasures meet. . . .His
excellencies are pure and unmixed; he is a sea of sweetness without one drop of gall.”

John Flavel
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#5:

Hebrews 12:25-29

See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him

who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. At
that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only
the earth but also the heavens.” ... Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot
be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is
a consuming fire.

#6:

“The story of humanity does not end at that point (the fall). God purposed and planned a great
way of redemption. This is beyond any question the outstanding glory of God. Redemption is a
greater work even than creation, and especially when we consider the way in which God has
achieved it, even through the sending of His only Begotten Son into this world in all the marvel
and the wonder and the miracle of the Incarnation, but above all in delivering Him up to the
Death upon the Cross. This is the supreme thing - that sinful man can be redeemed and
restored...Obviously, therefore, the supreme concern of the adversary, the devil, the opponent, is
to endeavor somehow or other, to bring this work of God to discredit and to dishonor.” Martyn

Lloyd-Jones
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