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#1: 
 
“The second source for this book is a long pastoral ministry in a city with millions (and a church with 
thousands) of single adults. Our congregation….is a very large church that has been for years composed 
predominantly of singles…Ministering in the center of New York City in the late 1980’s, Kathy and I 
were constantly struck by the deep ambivalence with which Western culture views marriage…Early in 
our New York City ministry, in the fall of 1991, I preached a nine-week series on marriage. It has since 
been the most listened-to set of sermons or talks the church has ever produced. I had to begin the series by 
giving some justification for devoting weeks of teaching on being married to a congregation of mainly 
unmarried people. My main rationale was that single people today need a brutally realistic yet glorious 
vision of what marriage is and can be.” Tim Keller 
 
#2: 
 
“(A biblical vision for marriage) will help married people correct mistaken views that might be harming 
their marriage, and it will help single people stop destructively over-desiring marriage or destructively 
dismissing marriage altogether.” Tim Keller 
 
#3: 
 
“By creating a person like Adam, yet very unlike Adam, God provided the possibility of a profound unity 
that otherwise would have been impossible. A different kind of unity is enjoyed by the joining of diverse 
counterparts than is enjoyed by joining two things just alike. When we all sing the same melody line, it is 
called unison, which means ‘one sound.’ But when we unite diverse lines of soprano and alto and tenor 
and bass, we call it harmony; and everyone who has an ear to hear knows that something deeper in us is 
touched by great harmony than by mere unison. So God made a woman, and not another man. He created 
heterosexuality, not homosexuality.” John Piper 
 
#4: 
 
“In this book we examine the Christian understanding of marriage. It is based…on a straightforward 
reading of Biblical texts. This means we are defining marriage as a lifelong, monogamous relationship 
between a man and a woman. According to the Bible, God devised marriage to reflect his saving love for 
us in Christ, to refine our character, to create stable human community for the birth and nurture of 
children, and to accomplish all this by bringing the complementary sexes into an enduring whole-life 
union. It needs to be said, therefore, that this Christian vision for marriage is not something that can be 
realized by two people of the same sex. That is the unanimous view of the Biblical authors, and therefore 
that is the view that we assume throughout the rest of this book…” Tim Keller 
 
#5: 
 
“The mystery of Genesis 2:24 is that the marriage it describes is a parable or symbol of Christ’s relation 
to His people. There was more going on in the creation of woman than meets the eye. God doesn’t do 
things willy-nilly. Everything has a purpose and meaning. When God engaged to create man and woman 
and to ordain the union of marriage, He didn’t roll the dice or draw straws or flip a coin as to how they 
might be related to each other. He patterned marriage very purposefully after the relationship between His 
Son and the church, which He had planned from all eternity.” John Piper 
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#6: 
 
“Jesus gave himself up for us. Jesus the Son, though equal with the Father, gave up his glory and took on 
our human nature (Philippians 2:5ff). But further, he willingly went to the cross and paid the penalty for 
our sins, removing our guilt and condemnation, so that we could be united with him (Romans 6:5) and 
take on his nature (2 Peter 1:4). He gave up his glory and power and became a servant. He died to his own 
interests and looked to our needs and interests instead (Romans 15:1-3). Jesus’s sacrificial service to us 
has brought us into a deep union with him and he with us. And that, Paul says, is the key not only to 
understanding marriage but to living it…This is the secret – that the gospel of Jesus and marriage explain 
one another. That when God invented marriage, he already had the saving work of Jesus in mind.” Tim 
Keller 
 


